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UPCOMING
• Church Council - Monday, April 8 @ 6:00 p.m - Conference Room.

THE MISSION

• Deacon Council - Sunday, April 14 @ 5:00 p.m. - Conference Room

To become completely committed
Christ-followers (3Cs) who:
• Touch God through expressing and demonstrating love to
Him, to Christ-followers, & to
the unbelieving (worship).
• Transform lives through
connecting in small groups,
growing together in unity,
maturity & Christ-likeness, and
reaching out to serve others
(fellowship, discipleship, and
ministry).
• Take risks through relationally
and compassionately sharing
Jesus Christ locally, nationally,
and internationally
(evangelism/missions).

• Communitywide Easter Service - Sunday, 14 @ 6:00 p.m. - Caney Creek Cowboy Church - GS
• Good Friday - Friday, April 19 - Offices Closed
• Children’s Easter Skate Party - Saturday, April 13 @ 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. - Skating Rink in GS
• EASTER SUNDAY - April 21st
• Fun After Fifty-Five - Tuesday, 23 @ 6:00 p.m. - Gym
• Life Line - Medical Tests - Friday, April 26 - 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Gym
• Prayer Night - Sunday, April 28 - 6:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
• 2019 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: VBS dates have changed to June 21, 22, & 23.
“Getting S’more of Jesus” - SAVE THE DATE !
• Children’s Camp - June 24-28, 2019 for 3rd-6th grade. Contact Heather Good to sign up!

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
• Musicians & Vocalists for Worship Band & Choir: Get plugged-in with our
ministry! Contact Don at the church office.

Nursing Home Ministry Volunteers
Country Trails - April 28 - Redeemed

THE VISION
To be an enthusiastic, encouraging
& multiplying church family that
attracts the unchristian and unchurched and equips all to become
life-transformational servant leaders for the Kingdom of God.

English As A Second Language (E.S.L.)
Mondays - 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. & Wednesdays - 5:45 - 7:00 p.m.
Wilma Davis needs help in working with this ministry. If you would like to
volunteer in this area please contact her @ 903-962-8516
BIRTHDAY’S THIS MONTH - APRIL 2019

SUNDAY
9:00am BREAKFAST
9:40am SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:50am WORSHIP SERVICE

WEDNESDAY
5:00pm HIS TABLE
5:45pm KINGDOM KIDS
6:00pm ADULT BIBLE STUDY
6:00pm STUDENT MINISTRY
7:00pm PRAISE BAND & CHOIR
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PASTOR’S POWER POINT
Dear MSBC,
Just hours before Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified, he spent time teaching and ministering to his disciples in the upper room and as he walked with them en route to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 26:17-36a;
Mk 14:12-32a; Lk. 22:7-38; John 13-16). During this time, he washed his disciple’s feet, he predicted that he
would have a betrayer and a denier, and he explained to them that he alone was the way, the truth, and the
life. He also informed them of the coming and work of the Holy Spirit and that he, the Son of Man, is the
vine and they are the branches and that only through him could they and his followers produce spiritual
fruit. Furthermore, Jesus warned them that the world would hate them and other Christians, but that he had
overcome the world. It is then according to John 17 that Jesus stopped walking and conversing with his disciples and looked to heaven and prayed.
Jesus’ prayer falls neatly into three divisions: he first prayed for himself (vv. 1-5); he then prayed for his disciples (vv. 6-19); and last he prayed for all believers (vv. 20-26). The first part of the prayer (vv. 1-5) is: “Father,
the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing
the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before
the world began.” In these verses of prayer Jesus sums up his mission as he speaks of his divine person, his
eternal work, and his mission-completing ascension.
Jesus alludes to his deity in asking the Father to glorify him in John 17:1. Glory in the Bible is a characteristic
of God’s person whereby he exhibits His splendor, magnificence, and greatness. Glory is part of the very essence of God. Jesus, being the eternal Son of God and the second person of the Trinity, possessed glory intrinsically, but in John 17:1 he asks the Father to manifest that glory through his crucifixion and subsequent
resurrection from the dead.
We see Jesus’ eternal work in John 17:2-4 where Jesus states that the Father has granted him authority to give
eternal life, i.e. not merely a quantity of life but a quality of life in knowing the Father and the Son experientially, to those given him by the Father. Jesus is so confident that he will accomplish his mission that he can
say in John 17:4 that his work is already completed, even though he had yet to go to the cross and rise from
the dead.
In his last petition for himself in John 17:5, Jesus asks the Father to glorify him in the Father’s presence in the
realm of glory Jesus knew in Heaven before his incarnation and coming to Earth. With Jesus’ ascension back
to Heaven, his mission is completed, the way of salvation through faith in Christ is established, and the
means to eternal life is available to all who will express repentant faith & trust in Jesus Christ.
John 17:1-5 not only sums up the mission of Jesus, but in so doing also reveals to us in microcosm what Easter
is all about.
Because Jesus is uniquely the God-Man, being completely human as the virgin-born Son of Man, and perfect
deity as the eternal Son of God, he alone is worthy of worship as our resurrected Savior. Because Jesus died as
the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world, he removed the veil separating man from God, making knowing
God and experiencing eternal life now and beyond the grave wonderful and practical realities. Because Jesus
arose from the dead and ascended into glory, completing his divine mission, we can be confident as Christians that we too will someday rise from the dead after completing our mission of knowing God and making
Him known and enter the glories of heaven and into the presence of our Holy Triune God, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.
What wonderful truth! What a glorious reality! What a perfect Savior! He is risen! Praise God!
Your friend and pastor.
Bruce

